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SUBJ: TUNISIAN PRIME MINISTER DISCUSSES MILITARY 
AUGMENTATION PROGRAM 

1. SUMMARY: PRIME MINISTER INEORMED AMBASSADOR THAT 
TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT INTENDS TO AVAIL ITSELF OF MILITARY 
ASSISTANCE OEEERED BY YUGOSLAVIA AND CHINA, LATTER IN EORM 
OE OUTRIGHT GIFT OF EQUIPMENT. THREATS POSED BY TUNISIA'S 
NEIGHBORS NECESSITATES REELING UP MILITARY EQUIPMENT IN 
ORDER TO HAVE MINIMUM DETERRENT. FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE WHICH 
USG HAS UNDERTAKEN TO PROVIDE IS HELPFUL, BUT OBVIOUSLY NOT 
RPT NOT ENOUGH. TUNISIA'S FEELERS TO ARAB OIL-PRODUCING 
COUNTRIES HAVE BEEN UNAVAILING. END SUMMARY. 

2. DURING CALL ON PRIME MINISTER NOUIRA JUNE 30, 1 
REVIEWED LEVELS OE U.S. MILITARY AID AVAILABLE TO TUNISIA 
DURING EY1975 AND 1976, NOTING LATTER REMAINS SUBJECT TO 
CONGRESSIONAL APPROVAL. I STRESSED THAT CREDIT EIGURE EOR 
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EISCAL 1975 ($5M) IS APPROXIMATELY DOUBLE THAT OE PREVIOUS 
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YEAR AND CREDIT EIGURE EOR 1976 ($15M) IS TRIPLE FY1975 
EIGURE. AT SAME TIME I ACKNOWLEDGED INCREASED USG EINANCIAL 
ASSISTANCE WOULD BE ONLY ERACTION OE WHAT IS REQUIRED TO 
COVER CREDITS OF ADDITONAL MILITARY EQUIPMENT, EVEN IE 
CONTINUED AT FY 1976 LEVEL EOR NEXT FEW YEARS. ACCORDINGLY, 

I WONDERED WHAT TUNISIAN GOVERNMENT HAS IN MIND. DOES GOT 
PLAN TO CUT BACK ON LIST OP EQUIPMENT OR DOES GOT ENVISAGE 
ACQUIREING COMPLEMENTARY ASSISTANCE ELSEWHERE? COULD AN 
ARAB OIL-PRODUCING STATE HELP EINANCE PURCHASE OP SOME 
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